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and the other masters, and all the ladies of the
household, too; and they all bowed for the
one grace as they sat down together. The
masters lived on the different halls, in rooms
surrounded by the boys' rooms, and the head-
master's house was a part of, and opened di-
rectly into, the buildings where the boys were.
Whenever the boys wanted to talk with the
headmaster himself, they had only to open the
door that led into the passage outside his Study,
and knock at his Study door. In particular
ways, when the school was small, he used to
be at pains to cultivate the informal and affec-
tionate relationships between the boys and
himself.

In a letter of 1881 he writes:

" I have just finished reading to the younger
boys, and as the little fellows left.me, so cor-
dially grateful . . . the blessed possibilities of
my work and its influence occurred to my mind
anew to strengthen and stimulate me. . . . We
had our usual gathering on Friday evening
. . . and sang a number of solos and choruses.
S------played on his violin, and L------accom-
panied us on the piano, and with this spirited
chorus, we made havoc of aesthetics in true
dragoon style. To one unacquainted with the
true nature of boyhood, these familiar gather-
ings might seem profitless enough, but it is
wonderful to observe their humanizing influ-
ence upon the least promising. I should asing of his life/'
